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The Electoral College process has always been in play in dictating the presidential and vice presidential elections in the United States since it was enacted hundreds of years ago by the Founding Fathers. As the proponents of the Electoral College process argue today, in the eyes of the Founding Fathers, this process ensures all parts of the nation take part in the elections. Also, they argue that the Electoral College process ensures a peaceful election process. However, the contemporary American politics is changing and debates have been raised on the effectiveness of this process in the politics of the country. In the 2000 Presidential Election, for example, George W. Bush was elected into office by electoral votes despite losing to Al Gore in popular votes. 
The results were determined by electoral votes from Florida. It is with no doubt that the voices of voters in Florida were not heard given that the decision was made by a few electorate votes. Therefore, the critics of the Electoral College process view that this process is undemocratic, it allows the president who doesn’t win the majority of votes into office and also it champions for a winner-takes-all approach. This essay will therefore discuss both the pros and cons of the Electoral College process. But first, it will discuss how the Electoral College works. Later, it will discuss the alternative to the Electoral College. The United States government must consider passing an amendment to reform the Electoral College because it is undemocratic, and because other alternative like National Popular Vote would work best for the country.
The Electoral College is a process whereby a set of electors across all states in the country elect and vote for both the President and vice President. It is an indirect system envisioned by the founding fathers in order to protect the presidential elections. The Electoral College comprises of 538 electors. The numbers of electors needed to win a presidential election are 270 votes out of the possible 538 votes. Any candidate running for the president’s seat in any state has his/her own group of electors (also referred to as a slate). Te political party on which the candidate is running for president gets to choose the slates in each state. When voting in the general elections held after four years, citizens are actually voting for their candidate’s preferred electors. Most states across the country embrace the winner-take-all system whereby the presidential candidate who wins the state’s popular vote is awarded all electors. 
The use of the Electoral College has raised debates on the effectiveness of this process in choosing the president in the general elections. Those who want the Electoral College to be embraced argue that this process allows for all people to exercise their democratic right of voting regardless of where they are in the country. Essentially, it ensures all parts of the country are represented in the electoral process. Without the Electoral College, marginalized groups like farmers in remote areas of the country would be ignored and those in metropolitan areas favored. Also, the proponents of the Electoral College argue that this process allows for a peaceful ending to the presidential elections. What this means is that it makes the elections less contentious because it eliminates the need for a recount of elections on the national stage. In the Electoral College, if one state poses issues with the counting process, a recount is only done in the particular state without causing a national upheaval. Therefore, national cohesion is fostered through peaceful transfer of power hence stability of the political system in the country (Josephson, 2017). 
However, critics of the Electoral College argue that this process is undemocratic because it does not consider the will of the people. This process allows for only 538 people in the country to decide who will be the next president despite their being 300 million people in the country. For example, in the 2000 election, Al Gore won the popular vote by a margin of a half a million votes yet he lost the election on electoral votes. In such a case, Americans feel that their votes don’t matter because the process of choosing the president lies in the hands of the 538 electorates. Another concern is that “swing states” are accorded too much power within this process thus allowing a few states to decide the outcome of the presidential election. Presidential candidates mainly focus on campaign in a limited number of states where votes can swing one way or the other. Therefore, too much power is given to such states where voters can either vote for a Republican candidate or a Democrat candidate.
Because of such concerns, there is a proposal for changing the Electoral College without abolishing it. The contemporary American politics still uses the Electoral College whereby the presidential candidate who receives fewer popular votes assumes office if he/she receives more electoral votes. To prevent this, the National Popular Vote (NPV) would work best. This plan would ensure the president who receives the most popular votes in all states and the District of Columbia assumes office (Chang, 2007). All the electoral votes would be given to a presidential candidate who will have won the national popular vote. In terms of the presidential leadership capacity, this plan will ensure that presidential candidates campaign in all parts of the country and not just swing states. And for this reason, it will not limit the capacity of the president to only foster development in states that voted for him/her. Rather, the president will represent the interests of all people that voted for him/her. Citizens will therefore feel that their vote counted. 
In conclusion, the founding fathers of the nation had their best intentions of ensuring the Electoral College process ensures equal representation in the electoral process and peaceful elections. However, the contemporary American politics sheds light to some of the problems that arise as a result of using this process in elections. America has always been a democratic country where every citizen should feel that he/she is part of change in society. And change is realized through citizens being able to feel that their vote counts in choosing their leaders. Therefore, the country should consider making changes to the Constitution by introducing the popular vote system to ensure that democracy is embraced. A Democrat or Republican in any corner of the country would be proud that at the end of the day his/her vote counted if the popular vote is enacted.  
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